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Dance Concert 2009 Features Work by Alumnus 
Otterbein Alumni and guests will welcome the return of Dan Knechtges 
’94 to campus for the 2009 Dance Concert, March 5 through 8. Dan was 
selected as the “Signature Series” guest artist for the 08-09 academic year. 
Photographer Joel Meyerowitz who photographed the aftermath of 9/11 was 
the last “Signature Series” guest artist to visit campus in 06-07. 
Not only did Dan choreograph a spectacular dance number for the show 
in March with Otterbein students but he spent time on campus recently in 
classes and offered advice on auditioning.  A public convocation will 
be held on Thursday, Feb. 26 at 7 p.m. where Dan will discuss his 
time at Otterbein and his most recent professional endeavors including 
choreographing The 25th Annual Putnam Spelling Bee and Xanadu now on 
national tour. On March 2 at 5 p.m. he will offer a Masters Class to local dance 
studios and its students.  
Dan has directed and choreographed for numerous theatres across the 
country. His choreography has been noted for its exceptional storytelling, deft 
humor and good show biz.  
Dan has had the pleasure of choreographing all four incarnations of 
the Tony Award winning The 25th Annual Putnum County Spelling Bee - the 
workshop and the first production, the Off-Broadway New York Premiere, 
and the Broadway production.  For the Off-Broadway production, Dan was 
nominated for a 2005 Lucille Lortel award for Outstanding Choreographer. 
You can visit his website to see samples of his most recent choreography 
and learn more about Dan at www.danknechtges.com.
2009 Signature Series
Otterbein Welcomes 
Back One of Its Own:
Dan Knechtges ’94
Dan Knechtges directed Otterbein productions 
of The Mikado (2002) and The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood (2002).
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Otterbein and Sierra Leone 
4HE CONNECTION TO THIS !FRICAN NATION GOES BACK ALMOST
TO THE BEGINNING OF THE #OLLEGE ITSELF  




















































































































Acceptance Speech by 
Kathy A. Krendl, President-
Elect of Otterbein College
I am very honored to be here today to 
accept the presidency of Otterbein College and 
I want to express my gratitude to all of you. To 
be offered the chance to build on the exceptional 
legacy of President DeVore in partnership with the 
talented and dedicated students, faculty, staff and 
alumni of Otterbein College is a singular opportunity 
indeed.  I am grateful to you for your willingness to 
entrust me the stewardship of your much beloved 
institution—notable both for its academic excellence and 
its remarkable founding philosophy that has privileged 
inclusivity since its beginning in 1847. 
Without exception the individuals I met with 
during the interview process bore witness to the power 
inherent in the student centered education grounded 
in the tradition of the liberal arts.  I heard in their words 
what I know in my heart as the recipient of such an 
undergraduate education at Lawrence University.  
Everyday of my life I draw on that four-year experience 
where ideas in all disciplines matter, where faculty cared 
about who I was and what I might become and where 
I was asked to accept and celebrate my responsibilities 
> > > next page
4as a citizen.  Such an education was an incomparable 
gift and it is what in part Otterbein College has for 161 
years been giving to its students. 
But Otterbein College is also distinctive 
among liberal arts institutions.  What makes it unique 
and what made me want to lead this institution 
is its heritage of inclusiveness, its commitment 
to an integrative curriculum, and its unabashed 
idealism evidenced through its national reputation 
in communities serviced through the leadership 
of President DeVore.  An Otterbein liberal arts 
education is like none other and I am passionate about 
continuing to foster it to the best of my ability and 
so doing I will take my inspiration from the talented 
faculty and dedicated staff who spoke to me so 
eloquently during the interviews, not about their jobs 
but about their callings.  Otterbein College has much 
to be proud of, not only in the realm of undergraduate 
education, but also in its Graduate and Continuing 
Studies programs and the commitment to making the 
student experience as rich and engaged as possible. 
That tradition continues. It is an area identified in 
the recently completed strategic plan that will give 
Otterbein an even greater scope to continue its pursuit 
of inclusivity and opportunity in new ways.  
Richard and I both look forward to joining the 
Otterbein family—for that is how it truly struck us—and 
to forming the type of friendships that have flourished 
under the distinguished leadership of President 
DeVore. With its beautiful campus, its exceptional 
people, and a new strategic teaching plan created by 
the campus community, Otterbein College possesses 
all of the elements necessary to unite the promise 
of its future with the proud heritage of its past.  To 
paraphrase what has come down through history as 
John Wesley’s rule, I pledge in my work as President 
of Otterbein College to do all the good I can, by all 
the means I can, in all the ways I can, in all the places 
I can, at all the times I can, to all the people I can, as 




I will take my inspiration from the talented faculty and dedicated 
staff who spoke to me so eloquently during the interviews, not about 
















































































































































































































































































































































































If you were not an educator, what would













































Why should every person you meet























What research are you currently 





































































































Martin Luther King Jr. Convocation
“Civil rights is not a black 
thing or a white thing, 
but a humankind thing.”
REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM THE 4AN  #ARDINAL
BY +ELSEY 3OMMERS
















































































































February 1856. Otterbein sends its first missionaries 
to Sierra Leone. Despite a disastrous first trip, the 
seeds were planted for a long relationship that has 























































Sylvester M. Broderick ’24 SERVED AS 
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION IN 3IERRA ,EONE 






(Joseph Hannibal) Caulker enjoyed the chirping 
robins, the native plants and the shade trees, but in 
winter, he longed for “that sultry land where the sun 
lavishes his energy and the palm tree everywhere 
majestically waves its evergreen branches under the 
azure canopy.”
14


























Sylvester Modupe Broderick 































































Although I toured Ohio with the Glee Club, I was not allowed to go 
to Florida when they went on tour there, because I would not have 
been able to eat in the same restaurants or sleep in the same hotels 
as the group.  That was a disappointment.      





















































































































































































































Learn more about Sierra Leone 
at http://www.otterbein.edu/
commonbook/index.asp.
Plans are in the works for a 
Saturday, April 18 reunion for the 
Otterbein alumni who traveled 
to Sierra Leone in 1970 and 1971. 
Wendy Roush ’71 and Dr. Chester 
Addington are your hosts.  
Contact Becky Smith at RSmith@
otterbein.edu or 614-823-1650 of 
1-888-614-2600 for  more details.




1951 John Joseph Akar
1953 Max Alfred Bailor
1956 Daniel Mojube Ademu-John
1959 Amelia Caulker Ben-Davis
Victor Emmanel Sumner
1960 Lloyd Owen Bailor
1963 Imodale Caulker-Burnett
Sylvester Modupe Broderick Jr. 
1965 Miatta Akiatu
Frederick Emmanuel A. Noah
Nathaniel Gbese Yavana
1967 Emma Broderick Awoonor-Renner
Princess Sangma Caulker
Annie Edith Lefevre
1969 Phlorence Yema-Lango Caulker
1971 Hannah Onike Jawarah
1974 Melvyne Leonora Caulker
1975 Enuyami Lewis-Coker
Stanley Hinga Thomas
1978 Samuel Abu Tambi
1981 Amadu Sankoh
1983 Sandra Atere-Roberts
1985 Alice Hannah Thomas
1990 Leonard Richmond Sumner




















At age 12, Ishmael Beah’s peaceful life and 
childhood in Sierra Leone were suddenly 
shattered with the horrific scenes of war.  His 
family was murdered.  By 13, though he and his 
friends had run from the war, he was captured  
and trained as a child soldier.  For two years 
he was kept high on drugs to fight the rebels.  
Killing became commonplace.  A Long Way Gone


































































































































I wanted to write to put a human face on this 
experience so it’s no longer distant.  So people can 
see feel hear and be a part of this so intimately, they 













































   as part of the Curriculum






















































































































































































































































































































































































































photos by Bill Merriman
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I am told that from time immemorial, Westerville has 
been so dry that you have to sprinkle the streets 
after the rain.
~ Wayne Wheeler, attorney for the 








































































































































































































































































$ANCE Dennis Romer ’71 David Caldwell ’86 
Dan Knechtges ’94 AND Jeremy Bobb ’03




Attention all Otterbein College Theatre Alumni and Friends!
Please email Elizabeth Saltzgiver esaltzgiver@otterbein.edu or call 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Sybil Waggamon Baker 






























































































































































































How did Otterbein prepare each 
















You are an Otterbein couple, and your daughter Chelsea 
’05 married Jeremy (Mo) Ross ’05.  What is it about 




What distinguishes Otterbein from other college options 

































You both contribute your time and talent to many causes.  




What do you think is the greatest challenge to face 








Mark ’78 and Deborah Scott Thresher ’78
)NVESTOR 3POTLIGHT
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Cardinal Migration Heads 
to Asheville, NC in 2009
Thursday, Sept 24 – Pre-migration
Sept 24 – 26 – Migration
Sunday, Sept 27 – Post-migration
Host Hotel: Renaissance Hotel; special Otterbein rate of 
$144/night plus taxes; phone 1-800-468-3571
Sites to visit include: Biltmore Estate, Grove Park Inn, Blue 

















Strike up the Band!
)TS A #ENTENNIAL #ELEBRATION
Time to celebrate the 100th Anniversary 
of the Otterbein College Cardinal 
Marching Band during Homecoming 
Weekend, October 23 – 24, 2009.














Send your tax deductible gift of any 
amount to The Friends of Music, Howard 
House, Otterbein College, Westerville
OH 43081 (please indicate “band 
uniforms” in your check’s memo line.)
Join Chair Kent Stuckey and the 
Friends of Music in a drive to raise 
funds for new band uniforms. The 
current band uniforms have not 
been updated for 15 or more years 
and are in need of replacement. 
The Clements Foundation has 
agreed to match each of your tax 
deductible gifts to fund the 
purchase of the new uniforms. The 
new uniforms will be unveiled at 
the 100th anniversary celebration 
of the Otterbein College Marching 
Band during Homecoming 2009.
Saturday, June 13
Engaged in Tradition...Filled with Pride...Committed to Lifelong Learning



















































Otterbein College is hosting an American 
Cancer Society’s Relay For Life event for the 
first time this spring and we invite all alumni and 
friends of Otterbein to participate.  

















For more information, contact alumnicentral@otterbein.
edu or Heather Gilbert ’08 at 888.227.6446 x3213.
Central Ohio and Northeast Ohio Alumni:





4HE Otterbein Alumni Club of Central Ohio ENCOURAGES 











































































Want to find old friends and classmates?
Go to www.otterbein.edu/alumni 























































































College with a 
student caller.
Take the call, our students are calling!
Within the next few weeks a student will be calling to share with 
you what is happening on campus and invite you to support the 
Annual Fund. Your gifts to the Annual Fund help every student 
on campus. Your gift does make a difference!  
www.otterbein.edu/annualfund
Hear from students 
on how your gift can 
directly impact their 
learning experiences at 
Otterbein College.
